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Is the capital of Latin America a small island at the mouth of the Hudson River? Will California
soon hold the balance of power in Mexican national politics? Will Latinos reinvigorate the US
labor movement?

These are some of the provocative questions that Mike Davis explores in this fascinating account
of the Latinization of the US urban landscape. As he forefully shows, this is a demographic and
cultural revolution with extraordinary implications. With Spanish surnames increasing five times
faster than the general population, salsa is becoming the predominant ethnic rhythm (and flavor)
of contemporary city life. In Los Angeles, Houston, San Antonio, and (shortly) Dallas, Latinos
outnumber non-Hispanic whites; in New York, San Diego and Phoenix they outnumber Blacks.
According to the Bureau of the Census, Latinos will supply fully two-thirds of the nation's
population growth between now and the middle of the 21st century when nearly 100 millions
Americans will boast Latin American ancestry.
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