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Throughout the centuries, men have been concerned to enquire into the structure and the changes
of the society of which they form part. In the last century or so, however, these enquires have
gathered momentum, have become more systematic and more detailed, and have been split up
among various specialists - economists, political scientists, historians, anthropologists,
sociologists, and so on. The word "science", which tended to be used only for men's
investigations of their natural surroundings, has come to be used quite freely for these social
investigations as well.
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