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Popular science author Newton (Galileo's Pendulum) misses many nooks and crannies of his
subject in this too brief survey of the history of physics. He focuses primarily on astrophysics and
atomic physics, which no such book can be without, but which many excellent books focus on
exclusively. A third of the way through, Newton spends a chapter on other subjects; it's hard to
believe that there were no advances in, say, mechanics before 1800 worthy of discussion. Toward
the end of the book, the author discusses advanced properties of magnetism. Developments in
mathematics take up space that could have been given to the nooks and crannies. Capsule
biographies of giants of physics, such as Michael Faraday and James Clerk Maxwell, help them
come alive for readers.
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