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Recently, the "superstring" theory, which asserts that all physical matter consists of
extraordinarily minute vibrating strings, has been touted as the route to the long-sought unified
theory of forces; some proponents call it a "theory of the universe" that will bring fundamental
physics research to a closure. The first author of the present book is a researcher in the field who
offers here one of the earliest superstring presentations for lay readers. The beginning chapters
offer a not-very-good history of early 20th century physics, but the remainder of the work
becomes livelier and more convincing as it approaches Dr. Kaku's own area of expertise.
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