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THE STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY (IPE), LIKE THE IPE
ITSELF, IS PLURAL AND UNBOUNDED. DESPITE WHAT PARTISANS SOMETIMES
SAY, RATHER THAN THERE BEING `ONE WAY' OF STUDYING THE IPE THAT IS THE
`RIGHT WAY', WE FIND ACROSS THE WORLD GREAT VARIATION IN IPE
SCHOLARSHIP IN TERMS OF FOCUS, QUESTIONS, AND METHODS. HOW THEN CAN
WE MAKE SENSE OF THIS AND UNDERSTAND THE FIELD AS A WHOLE RATHER
THAN SIMPLY LEARN ONE PART OF IT? 

THIS HANDBOOK IS DESIGNED TO ADDRESS PRECISELY THIS CONCERN. IT MAPS
THE SHIFTING BOUNDARIES AND DIVERSE THEORETICAL COMMITMENTS OF IPE
AROUND THE WORLD. IT ENGAGES THE GEOGRAPHICAL AND THEORETICAL
DIVERSITY OF THE DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF IPE FOUND IN NORTH AMERICA, THE
UK, IN ASIA AND AUSTRALIA; AND NOTES THE ABSENCES OF DISTINCTIVE
VERSIONS OF IPE IN EUROPE AND LATIN AMERICA. THE VOLUME GROUPS
TOGETHER THE ESSENTIAL ATTRIBUTES AND POSITIONS OF EACH SCHOOL,
INVITING THE READER TO ENGAGE WITH AND LEARN ABOUT IPE IN ALL OF ITS
GUISES THROUGH THIS EVOLVING `GLOBAL CONVERSATION.' RATHER THAN
ADJUDICATE `THE ONE TRUE VERSION' OF IPE, IT ARGUES THAT THE
INTELLECTUAL DIVERSITY WE SEE AROUND THE WORLD IS AN ESSENTIAL, AND
POSITIVE, FEATURE OF THE FIELD.

WITH OVER TWENTY CONTRIBUTORS FROM A WIDE RANGE OF COUNTRIES
ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY IS AN
ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR ALL THOSE WITH AN INTEREST IN THIS COMPLEX
AND RAPIDLY EVOLVING FIELD OF STUDY.
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