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America faces a water-supply crisis. Profligate consumption of water for agriculture, power
generation, industry, and homes has led to reduction of groundwater, threats to rivers, and mortal
danger to many of the nation's lakes. Much of the blame for this state of affairs lies with
uncontrolled growth in the nation's South and Southwest. Desert cities such as Las Vegas use
fountains as decorations. Phoenix households draw down the finite resources of ever-shrinking
Lake Mead. In great detail, Glennon documents present and future water crises in Georgia,
California, and even seemingly water-rich Michigan, noting that states generally end up
competing with one another over water allocation and that international conflict follows in short
order. Desalination offers little immediate hope because of economic and ecological barriers.
Glennon submits a list of possible reforms to decrease water consumption. Some, such as
waterless toilets, are technological innovations.
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