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This important book makes a bold statement about the nature and value of anthropological theory
at the beginning of the 21st century. It repositions anthropology within current social theory and
outlines the changing context in which anthropological enquiry takes place. Anthropology is no
longer confined to academic debate and is increasingly part of the practice and theory of
development agencies, voluntary organizations, political pressure groups, international
organizations and governments. Anthropological theory has become less and less isolated from
the communities studied. Communities are increasingly culturally diverse, and 'other cultures' are
no longer in 'other parts' of the world. The essays in this volume develop new ways of theorizing
appropriate to these changed circumstances. The authors rework the role of the anthropologist in
knowledge construction to provide a critique of the working concepts and assumptions of
disciplinary theory and practice. The contributions highlight questions of power, domination and
discrimination in ways that illuminate current ethical dilemmas in anthropology. Key
concept-metaphors - the self, the body, and gender - are subjected to critical assessment, and
questions of diversity, agency and representation are given renewed emphasis. The book
demonstrates the continuing importance of ethnography to the development of theoretical work in
the discipline, and provides new answers to the question 'What is anthropology?'. It shows that
although anthropology as a discipline and a practice has faced challenges in the last two decades,
new theories and new forms of theorizing have emerged and are beginning to take discernible
shape.
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