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Why are some houses such a pleasure to visit or inhabit? This spin-off from A Pattern Language,
which has been a design resource for decades, successfully answers that question. California
architects Jacobson and Murray Silverstein helped coauthor A Pattern Language, and with
partner Barbara Winslow they have chosen ten principles or patterns of house design that they
consider most important (and which serve as chapter heads): "Inhabiting the Site," "Creating
Rooms," "Sheltering Roof," "Capturing Light," "Parts in Proportion," "Flow Through Rooms,"
"Private Edges, Common Core," "Refuge and Outlook," "Places in Between," and "Composing
with Materials." Each pattern is illustrated with sketches and photographs, as the authors provide
beautiful examples of 33 homes by various U.S. architects or designers, mostly in the western
United States. The well-organized text and layout combine with the 410 outstanding color
photographs and 155 black-and-white illustrations to help the reader visualize these patterns in
practice. Highly recommended for public libraries and libraries supporting architecture courses.
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