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The third edition of Professor Birch's book will be welcomed by the scholarly community. Thisis
amature, comprehensive and balanced reflection on the current state of democratic theory, which
is sorely needed as we move rapidly into the 21st century. Professor Birch has been working on
democratic theory for many years now and the present volume forms a rich and comprehensive
introduction for contemporary students of politics. One mgjor advantage it brings is that the study
has far deeper intellectual roots in the discipline of politics, as it formed over the 20th century.
Thisis adistinct advantage over the average introductory texts on democratic theory. The student
will be able to grasp many of the key themes and issue of democratic theory in a much more
intellectually satisfying disciplinary format.
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