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Starred Review. Weinreb, whose work has appeared three times in The Best American Sports
Writing, offers the story of a year spent with Brooklyn's Edward R. Murrow High School chess
team as it strives for a national championship. Weinreb makes several choices that work well for
a year-in-the-life account. For one, he eschews unnecessary speculation about the teen chess
prodigies' psychology, a strategy that taken with his deft reporting of how they view themselves
and one another renders them more accessible, more natural and consequently more interesting.
Weinreb also expands his arena by investigating the cultural milieu of the modern chess world.
He describes what it takes to be a successful high-level chess player, the difficulties women have
in this world, the very nature of the game and the phenomenon of the chess prodigy, using the
experience of Josh Waitzkin, who has now retired from competitive chess and was the subject of
the movie Searching for Bobby Fischer.
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