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Most descriptions of climatic modeling assume readers to have a great deal of previous
knowledge about atmospheric or ocean dynamics, but Washington (US National Center for
Atmospheric Research) and Parkinson (US National Aeronautics and Space Administration)
address readers in the atmospheric science, geography, geology, hydrology, oceanography, and
ecology who may be only vaguely aware of climate models. They explain what the models are
attempting to simulate, how they are constructed, what they have succeeded in simulating, and
how they are being used for evaluation and prediction.
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