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The work reflects the vast changes in accessibility and attitudes that have so marked the past few
decades and have changed the face of art history forever. Those remote regions, previously
behind curtains of iron, geography, or intellect, unencountered or unconsidered, have all become
available to the scholar, and any acceptable reference book must take note of this. That this is
done with no disservice to the accumulated wisdom of the past and with a broad vision of the
present is a major triumph for what will clearly be the outstanding art reference tool for many
generations of scholars.
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