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In 1990, Swofford, a young Marine sniper, went to Saudi Arabia with dreams of vaporizing Iraqi
skulls into clouds of "pink mist." As he recounts in this aggressively uninspiring Gulf War
memoir, his youthful bloodlust was never satisfied. After spending months cleaning sand out of
his rifle_so feverish with murderous anticipation that he almost blows a buddy's head off after an
argument_Swofford ends up merely a spectator of a lopsided battle waged with bombs, not
bullets.
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