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Water is not only used in the domestic context, but also in agriculture and industry in the
production of commercial goods, from food to paper. The water footprint is an indicator of
freshwater use that looks at both direct and indirect use of water by a consumer or producer. The
water footprint of an individual, community or business is defined as the total volume of
freshwater that is used to produce the goods and services consumed by the individual or
community or produced by the business. 

This book shows how the water footprint concept can be used to quantify and map the water use
behind consumption and how it can guide reduction of water use to a sustainable level. With a
number of case studies, it illustrates water use along supply chains and that water consumption at
one place is often linked to water use at another. For example, it is calculated that it takes 15,000
litres of water to produce 1 kg of beef, or 8,000 litres of water to produce a pair of jeans. The
book shows that imports of water-intensive products can highly benefit water-scarce countries,
but also that this creates a dependency on foreign water resources
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