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The tragic Romanovs, last imperial family of Russia, have long held tremendous fascination. The
interest generated by this family is intense, from debates about Duchess Anastasia and her
survival to the discovery of their pathetic mass graves. A significant number of post-Glasnost
Russian citizens consider the Romanovs holy to the extent that the Russian Orthodox Church has
canonized them. This well-researched and well-annotated book provides information not only on
the history of these famous figures but also on the Russian people living at the time and on the
social conditions that contributed to the family's demise. The narrative alternates between a
straightforward recounting of the Romanovs' lives and primary source narratives of peasants'
lives. The contrast is compelling and enhances understanding of how the divide between the
extremely rich and the very poor can lead directly to violent and dramatic political change. While
the description and snippets on the serfs and factory workers are workmanlike, the pictures
painted of the reclusive and insular Romanovs is striking. Unsuited to the positions in which they
found themselves, Nicholas and Alexandra raised their children in a bubble, inadequately
educating them and providing them only slight exposure to society. The informative text
illuminates their inability to understand the social conditions in Russia and the impact it might
have had on them. This is both a sobering work, and the account of the discovery of their bones
and the aftermath is at once fascinating and distressing. A solid resource and good recreational
reading for high school students
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