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The subject of poverty cannot be ignored by environmentalists as the poor are the most affected
by the diverse impacts of environmental degradation and climate change such as on water,
natural resources and cultural heritage sites. In addition, slum dwellings exacerbate the plight of
the poor. The book is a collection of diverse topics by renowned environmental legal experts
which deal with the relationship between the alleviation of poverty and the protection of the
environment. Each writer addresses the challenges raised in various issues and recommends
solutions which range from linking with human rights, the need for public participation, the role
of environmental courts and other mechanisms.'
- Koh Kheng-Lian, National University of Singapore
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`Poverty Alleviation and Environmental Law makes an important contribution. . . taking as its
subject the role that law can play at the intersection of anti-poverty and conservation efforts. . .
the carefully researched and written chapters offer critical and stimulating insights and detailed
analysis of key issues and challenges in this field. Furthermore, for almost every shortcoming
they identify, the contributors offer concrete recommendations for developing the applicable laws
and policies, making a convincing case that these improvements are not only necessary, but also
feasible. The editors and authors are to be applauded for this highly readable and informative
addition to the existing literature. . . This book is highly recommended to scholars and
policy-makers interested in environmental law and human rights, and their intersections with
poverty alleviation.'
- Paolo Galizzi, Journal of Human Rights and the Environment
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`The alleviation of poverty and the protection of the environment are both critical challenges for
the vindication of basic human rights for all of humankind. This relationship is however not
necessarily an easy one. While there is an inextricable link between poverty and the degradation
of the environment, a sophisticated analysis of a problem needs to deal with those cases where
the need to increase economic opportunity for poor communities may appear to conflict with
fragile ecosystems or the preservation of traditional practices. This collection provides the most
sustained engagement with these problems. Drawing on the expertise of a range of distinguished
authors, this book presents the reader with an integrated global engagement with these problems.
In doing so, it represents a landmark effort towards the creation of a coherent literature to deal
with one of humankind's most pressing challenges.'
- Dennis Davis, Judge of the High Court, South Africa

`The complex, uneven and challenging relationships between poverty alleviation and
environmental regulation are impossible to trace in a single book but this collection brings a
carefully selected set of policy-relevant, context-responsive, practical legal analyses to bear in a
fresh examination of the present and future challenges involved. This is a timely contribution in
the search for regulatory responses that alleviate rather than exacerbate the myriad forms of
adaptation apartheid now so painfully evident in the relationship between poverty, injustice and
environmental degradation.'
- Anna Grear, University of Waikato, New Zealand

`The subject of poverty cannot be ignored by environmentalists as the poor are the most affected
by the diverse impacts of environmental degradation and climate change such as on water,
natural resources and cultural heritage sites. In addition, slum dwellings exacerbate the plight of
the poor. The book is a collection of diverse topics by renowned environmental legal experts
which deal with the relationship between the alleviation of poverty and the protection of the
environment. Each writer addresses the challenges raised in various issues and recommends
solutions which range from linking with human rights, the need for public participation, the role
of environmental courts and other mechanisms.'
- Koh Kheng-Lian, National University of Singapore

This timely book explores the complex relationship between the alleviation of poverty and the
protection of the environment.

There is every reason to believe that these issues are in many ways interdependent. However this
book demonstrates that there are situations where alleviation of poverty and the protection of the
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environment appear to be in a fraught relationship. The contributing authors illustrate that the
role played by law in this relationship, whether at the international or national level, will vary
depending on the situation and will be more successful at pursuing environmental justice in some
cases than in others.

This interdisciplinary study will appeal to academics and students in environmental law and other
environmental disciplines, environmental policymakers and NGOs interested in issues of poverty,
environment and indigenous peoples.
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