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Invasion and Transformation examines the Spanish conquest of the Aztec Empire and
transformations in political, social, cultural, and religious life in Mexico during the Conquest and
the ensuing colonial period. In particular, contributors consider the ways in which the Conquest
itself was remembered, both in its immediate aftermath and in later centuries.

Was Moteuczoma really as weak as history portrayed him? As Susan D. Gillespie instead
suggests in Blaming Moteuczoma, the representation of Moteuczoma as a scapegoat for the
Aztec defeat can be understood as a product of indigenous resistance and accommodation
following the imposition of Spanish colonialism. Chapters address the various roles (real and
imagined) of Moteuczoma, CortÃ©s, and Malinche in the fall of the Aztecs; the representation of
history in colonial art; and the complex cultural transformations that actually took place.

Including full-color reproductions of seventeenth-century paintings of the Conquest, Invasion and
Transformation will appeal to scholars and students of Latin American history and anthropology,
art history, colonial literature, and transatlantic studies.
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