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Amid mounting concern over modern environmental degradation, archaeologists around the
world are demonstrating the long history of such processes and the way they have shaped current
landscapes. A growing body of evidence shows how humans have modified their environment for
millennia, and contemporary problems cannot be understood without an adequate sense of this
ecological past and the role of humans in it. The Wadi al-Hasa, a large canyon draining the
Transjordan Plateau into the Dead Sea, has been the location of repeated cycles of settlement and
land use for thousands of years. This book focuses on changing land-use patterns and their
relationship to socio-political organization. Using a combination of archaeological and
environmental data, Brett Hill examines the human ecology of agriculture and pastoralism from
the beginnings of domestication through the rise and collapse of complex societies. Models of
land use often consider political complexity as an important factor affecting mismanagement.
Together with GIS erosion modeling and settlement pattern analysis, Hill evaluates the
archaeological, historical, and environmental record spanning the Holocene to show how land use
was affected by the rise of centralized authority. Yet populations in the Hasa maintained the
ability to resist authority and return to a nomadic life when it became advantageous.
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