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Identifying distinct social groups of the past has always challenged archaeologists because
understanding how people perceived their identity is critical to the reconstruction of social
organization. Material culture has been the standard measure of distinction between groups, and
the distribution of ceramics and other artifacts has often been used to define group boundaries.
Western Pueblo Identities argues that such an approach is not always appropriate: demographic
and historical factors may affect the extent to which material evidence can define such
boundaries. Andrew Duff now examines a number of other factors_relationships among
settlement size, regional population densities, the homogeneity of material culture, and local and
long-distance exchange_in order to trace the history of interaction and the formation of group
identity in east-central Arizona and west-central New Mexico from A.D. 1275 to 1400. Using
comparative data from the Upper Little Colorado and Zuni regions, Duff demonstrates
differences in patterns of interaction within and between regions with different population
densities. He then links these differences to such factors as occupational history, immigrant
populations, the negotiation of social identities, and the emergence of new ritual systems.
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