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There are two Dexter Morgans, the one you see on television (in the hit series Dexter) and the
one Lindsay writes about in his books. They're sort of the same guy but not really: the TV Dexter
feels like a fictional version of the "real" Dexter from the books. In his fifth novel, Lindsay paints
Dexter, who works as a blood-spatter expert for the Miami Police Department, into a corner. He's
got a new baby, a beautiful little girl, and he really, really wants to live like a normal human, to
leave his Dark Passenger behind and stop all this murder stuff (in case you're a newbie, he only
kills other killers, people who have evaded justice). But when he catches a case involving
missing girls, vampirism, and cannibalism, he has a rough time keeping his homicidal urges in
check. The novel, as usual, straddles the fine line between drama and satire, and as usual, it's
Dexter's battle with his inner demons, his struggle to put a human face on his monstrous self, that
takes center stage. Faithful readers will note that their favorite homicidal monster has made some
real progress on that front: Lindsay has inched the character a teensy bit closer to normality. (But
not too close: that would take all the fun out of it.) Recommend this one highly to fans of both the
novels and the television series. --David Pitt
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