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Corpses mark surrealism's path through the twentieth century, providing material evidence of the
violence in modern life. Though the shifting group of poets, artists, and critics who made up the
surrealist movement were witness to total war, revolutionary violence, and mass killing, it was
the tawdry reality of everyday crime that fascinated them. Jonathan P. Eburne shows us how this
focus reveals the relationship between aesthetics and politics in the thought and artwork of the
surrealists and establishes their movement as a useful platform for addressing the contemporary
problem of violence, both individual and political.
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