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Swedin and Ferro provide a compelling history of computer technology. Beginning with
mathematical and technical innovations ranging from the abacus to the Internet and beyond, they
take the reader on a fascinating journey through the inventions that lead to the IBM and Cray
supercomputers, as well as the desktop personal computer and PDAs. A time line from 35,000
BCE to 2003 CE offers the reader a broad overview of mathematics and inventions such as the
abacus, printing press, typewriter, and television, which were precursors to the computer. This
book will be most useful for readers desiring to learn about computer history and the people who
developed the inventions leading to the current level of computer technology.
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