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In tracing the story of public housing from Puritan times to the present, Professor Vale pays
special attention to the spatial dimensions of poverty management. His is not a mechanical tale of
segregation, but a careful presentation of the placement of the poor in response to the policies of
aid and discipline. This book, at once both an excellent history and an unusually thorough Boston
case study, illustrates the continuing cultural and political ambivalence that plays itself out in
ever-changing environments for the poor.
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