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Starred Review. The mystery and magnificence of the Great Wall of China have fascinated
historians and artists for centuries. In recent years, photographer Lindesay traveled the entire
length of the wall to document its current state in comparison to earlier photographs and
drawings. For this elegant, lavishly illustrated book, Lindesay selected 72 of the most striking
comparisons, juxtaposing his new photographs with the older images to illustrate the changes
inflicted by man and nature. For example, in 1937, the Chinese photographer Sha Fei snapped a
picture of the Three Towers in the Hebei section of the wall, capturing the power of the towers
with their battlements intact. Over 70 years later, as Lindesay's photo shows, none of the towers
still stand. In sections of the wall at Shanhaiguan, Lindesay's photos reveal that towers farther up
the mountain remain in better condition those lower down, possibly because locals took the
stones for building materials. Lindesay's album_a gorgeous visual complement to John Man's
The Great Wall
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