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Richard Parker's Beneath the Equator is a groundbreaking anthropological study of male-male
relationships in Brazil and the ensuing emergence of distinct gay communities in that country.
Parker raises important questions that challenge Western ideas about same-gender desire and
sexuality. In the first chapters of the book--using his own research as well as a wealth of other
materials--Parker elucidates how gender, race, the history of colonialism, and the views of
Western countries have all contributed to constructing specific Brazilian homosexualities. In
subsequent chapters, he charts how these manifestations of same-sex desire form the basis for a
series of distinct communities. Parker also discusses in depth the effect of the AIDS epidemic on
Brazilian gay life and how different, culturally specific AIDS prevention strategies have been
formulated and employed to deal with the disease. Written in clear and accessible language,
Beneath the Equator brings together a huge amount of research and thought and presents the
reader not only with a new, complex portrait of gay life in Brazil but new ways of
conceptualizing sexuality and culture worldwide. --Michael Bronski

From Library Journal

Brazil has only infrequently recognized gay life. Cultural anthropologist Parker's landmark study
unveils how the Brazilian gay community has materialized in the last 15 years. Using his earlier
work, Bodies, Pleasures, and Passions: Sexual Culture in Contemporary Brazil (Beacon, 1991.
0.p.), as a springboard, Parker delvesinto the evolving role of gay men and the lush gay fabric of
metropolitan Brazil. Relying on over 200 interviews and surveys, Parker analyzes two distinct
issues: the evolving framework of homosexual desire and practices, and the foreign influence on
the social, economic, and demographic factors of gay life. Parker connects these devel opments to
the wider processes of urbanization, industrialization, and globalization. This excellent overview
is designed as the first in a series of monographs examining Brazilian homosexuality.
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