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This book contributes to important questions in the representation theory of finite groups over
fields of positive characteristic _ an area of research initiated by Richard Brauer sixty years ago
with the introduction of the blocks of characters. On the one hand, it introduces and develops the
abstract setting of the Frobenius categories _ also called the Saturated fusion systems in the
literature _ created by the author fifteen years ago for a better understanding of what was loosely
called the local theory of a finite group around a prime number p or, later, around a Brauer block,
and for the purpose of an eventual classification _ a reasonable concept of simple Frobenius
category arises.
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