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In 300 C.E. the Roman Empire stretched from Britain to Mesopotamia, from the North Sea to the
Sahara Desert. A mere three hundred years later the Roman imperial structure was gone, replaced
by a series of barbarian kingdoms that became the basis of Europe's eventual medieval and
modern states. In this anthology Thomas F.X. Noble presents a collection of key articles, written
by leading scholars over the last twenty years, that examine how and why the dominance of the
Roman Empire ended and how new forms of government and society were established.
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