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In the days before personal computers, BASIC was the easy programming language to learn, and
serious programmers learned FORTRAN or COBOL to do "real work." Today, many people
have discovered that Perl is both a great beginning programming language and one that enables
them to write powerful programs with little effort. 

If you're interested in discovering how to program (or how others program), Perl For Dummies,
4th Edition, is for you. If you already know something about programming (but not about Perl),
this book is also for you. If you're already an expert programmer, you're still welcome to read this
book; you can just skip the basic stuff (you never know what kind of new tips and tricks you'll
pick up).
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