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One objective of this book is to provide a less intimidating introduction for senior undergraduates
and others with the same level of preparedness to the delights of algebraic number theory through
the medium of a mathematical object that has fascinated people since the time of Archimedes. To
achieve this, this work is made accessible to anyone with some knowledge of elementary number
theory and abstract algebra. Many references and notes are provided for those who wish to follow
up on various topics, and the authors also describe some rather surprising applications to
cryptography.
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