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New edition of a text designed to help students construct a conceptual appreciation of life within
the context of integrating themes and to inspire a more positive and realistic impression of
science as a human activity. The core theme is evolution, the thread that ties all of biology
together. Fifty-five chapters discuss the chemistry of life, the cell, genetics, mechanisms of
evolution, the evolutionary history of biological diversity, plant and animal form and function,
and ecology.
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