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John L. Kessell has written the first narrative history devoted to the tumultuous seventeenth
century in New Mexico. Setting aside stereotypes of a Native American Eden and the Black
Legend of Spanish cruelty, he paints an evenhanded picture of a tense but interwoven
coexistence. Beginning with the first permanent Spanish settlement among the Pueblos of the Rio
Grande in 1598, he proposes a set of relations more complicated than previous accounts
envisioned and then reinterprets the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 and the Spanish reconquest in the
1690s.
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