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This is the single most important study of the formation of "America"--its culture, history and
literature. Professor Bercovitch's brilliant analysis of these Puritan texts should be essential
reading to anyone even remotely interested in undertanding the often bizarre nature of American
society. Working with original Puritan chronicles, diaries and other texts, Bercovitch shows that
so much of what we take for granted in this culture has a distinctly Puritan origin.
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