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The twenty-one essays here, all by women, provide an exciting, first hand account of the
significance of veiling, past and present, in various countries, religions and cultures. The editor's
introduction is a wonderful exposition of the current scholarship regarding the sacred, sensual
and sociopolitical connotations of the veil. The book brilliantly illuminates the universality of the
veil, and reveals that it is not confined to Islam. The book should be compulsory reading for
policy-makers all over the world. Anyone interested in the human condition (not only researchers
in the fields of sociology or economics or literary and cultural studies) can profit from this
scholarly yet jargon-free book."--Shyamala A. Narayan, Jamia Millia Islamia University...
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