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Steven Weinberg isn't ashamed of science. Of course, as a Nobel winner in physics, he does have
emotional capital invested in the enterprise, but most of his arguments are sound and compelling.
Facing Up is a collection of his essays, written over 15 years, celebrating and defending
mainstream science. Rising up against the cultural critics who insist that science is essentially
politics or even imperialism dressed up in a white coat, he is patient and eloquent as he explains
how their misreadings of scientific literature and their own preconceptions guide their reasoning.
From mildly wonkish to endearingly passionate, his writing engages the reader's full attention
regardless of cultural affiliation. Science lovers will adore Weinberg's unabashed boosterism,
while skeptics can try to rise to his challenge. --Rob Lightner --
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