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This text provides a coherent, thematic account of social policy in the modern world. Taking a
comparative perspective, it explores similarities and differences in the ways in which different
countries approach social policy, both by looking at the broad characteristics of those policies
and by examining variations in the ways in which some key issues of universal importance for
social welfare are handled.The book is organised into three parts. The first part examines
approaches to looking at social policy comparatively.
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