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Austria has always been a borderland, a collision point of cultures and politics. Surveying its
story over the centuries, Brook-Shepherd brings the experience of long residence in Austria plus
authorship of numerous books on specific episodes of Austrian history to chronicle the dynastic
fortunes of the Hapsburgs, who, perched in the middle of the Danube basin, had to fend off
invaders coming upriver (the Turks) or downriver (Protestants and later the French).
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