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This debut novel follows the gritty, outspoken Taylor Greer, who leaves her native Kentucky to
head west. She becomes mother to an abandoned baby and, when her jalopy dies in Tucson, is
forced to work in a tire garage and to room with a young, battered divorcee who also has a little
girl. With sisterly counsel and personal honesty, the two face their painful lot (told in ponderous
detail). The blue-collar setting, described vibrantly, often turns violent, with baby beatings, street
brawls, and drug busts. Despite the hurt and rage, themes of love and nurturing emerge.
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